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An Anſwer to a Libellous Sheet , 


mule 


Naked I ruth needs No Siuft: 


Entntuled , 


The Quakers Lat Shift Found Ont, 


my own and my Friends Innocency, againſt theſe Unfair Afaults: 1 

wo edi before > Ah and heartily delire loving Neighbourhood, rather 

then daily Conteſt ; but this is our Satisfaction, we did not begin with them, but 
were begun with by them : And ſuch great and general Accuſ..ttons call for the like 
Defences; ſince where Charges go unanſwered, Guile is molt uſually reflecicd, eſpe- 
cially where W E are concerned there being a ſort of Men devoted Fo miſconſirue 
whatever we fay or do, with wiom ft is become Criminal to defend our (elves z and 
do deſerve to be chid for ſaying, Thy wrong w: Such continued Unchriſtian Procee- 
dings againſt us will, I hope, give all Impartial People to hold me excuſed for pub- 
liſhing this ſecond / indication, which I intreat them 1n the Love of God to _— 
that they may the better find out where the 5 HIFT lieth, whether in us, or this 


Nameleſs Author and his Abettors. 


ent of ::.1 Laper was to meet % ith the Yox populi, or common Fame, that 
as Lond ow be acfonded, ſo the People diſabuſed, by declaring, that aps 3 Ip 
thoſe Defamatory Reports City and Country had crcdited aoainſt us, wehad NOW re- 
ttived thesr Information of the Meeting, mueh leſs 
unfair to concern us in a Meeting without our C onſent > 
Jer ff a Publick, Mecring, &C. SO | 
Leh letus >. how well he hath made good bis Tule-Page, in which he calls his 
ran Anſwer to mine. ; 
gi: naar that We made an Appeal to the Baptiſts arainſt T. Hicks, and that upon 
this Appeal the Teachers and Elders among them d:ſired T, H. that he would un a pub- 
lick Meeting bring forth bis Evidences and Wundfſes: T hat Mr. Kithn and Nr. 
Knowls wrot Lerrers the 15th of Aug. toW.P. ard G, W, informing them of Time 
and Place, © x : _ RX = 
But what is all this, to prove that we receiv'd any certain Account from them of 
the'Meeting ; that we purpoſely avoided the Meeting 3 and that we were fo far uncon- 
cern'd in it, as that our Conſent to meet was unneceſſary ? 1 he Ground of my Paper. 
He ſayesthat 5, W. had notice at the VIZes, having ſeer a Lettiy of T. Hicks, ſent 
to one in that Town : Bug ſuppoſe it to be true ; what is that to me, the Perſon moſt of 
all concem'd in the matter ? Or, how doth this reach P. Ford's Letter, writ to inform 
them of my Abſence, and: to defire che Meering might be ſuſper did, to prevent wain 
Beeſring ? Was it ſpended? No. And hath not vain Boaſting followed? Yes, _ A 


| A Yai Trimmnrh | Toth nut thi ins rather cy 
SErreptitious I CeUiNg ! 4 v Gl anova» = oth nut this Procccamg rether give to 


fuſpect a Deſign to meet in our Abſence, that made it of no moment to the Mecting, 
after they heard of it, thovgh before they Wrot for, deſired and expccted our Preſence. 
But faith he, W. P. was at here the Night befcre : Grant it; Muſt] therefore hear 
or know of any ſuch Meeting, or my Conceinment in it ? 7 rccerved no Account, 1 ay 
again, of cither the Meeting, or my Relation to it,directly or indirectly, till akout Ten 
tt c Night after it was over, And for G, W's Knowledge of the — it is expreſt 
with Injuſtice both to him and my ſelf; for he had nct that Account v ich belonged 
to him to have ; Therefore no! His Account. What was a Rumor to him; or T.Hicks's 
Letter to another man, receiving no Accornt himſelf, mrch leis any Account of his 
Cencern in the Meeting 1:/! the 24th of the laſt Month, which was the Day after the 
Acetins. Beſides, muſt we take it for granted that G, W. was juſt then at Leiſure to 
take Polt for the Meeting;under both it bad been well nigh impoſſible for him to reach 
it; for this Author tells us, that T. H, writ nettill the T weſday before the Fryday (lo 
call'd) cn which the Vecting was appointed; which was to giie him little above a 
Day to ride about four 'core Miles : Moreover, He was then pre-engaged for Briſtol, 
2nd fo ignorint of hi> Concernment in the Mceting), as he after that writ to hisW ife 
jo Kin if onr Friends were concern'd mit, This tis SHIFT is too Thread-bare 
to palliate that unworthy Svurpr1'e 
But, Othcys kad 1c. y wnh he VA hat then? ſay], Were not we the Perſons chief- 
ly cencern'd ? Coutd any Body cl e have an'we r'd for T, Huks beſides kimſelf? 
Who t! en could fill Uy eur recom, C pecially in matters of Fact ? If T, F, was thovght 
ft to be thereto explain and vindicate tis U1a/oyucs, then {hould we in Defence of our 
Anfyers : Bit, if ovr Abſcnce nip} t {0 eaſily be dr{penſed with, why ſhould T. #'s 
Freicrice have kcen ſo requItite ? for T, and his Books, againſt our Books only, 
were unreaſonable Odds, The Pla thovld have layn between Books and Books, the 
Centroverhe being written : And if it was needful that as well he as his Dzalegues 
{kould berkere, then that as well we as our Aniwers; thor gh 1 cannot ice with what 
Liberty we could have defended our {elves, ſince Such as offer dl to ſay any thing on our 
brhalf, were tntorimpred; which gives us Cauie cnorgh to believe, that this Perſon 
was befide the matter, wt en he tells us, that he Baptiſts were gl.d to [ce ary of ws there, 
But he favs, That I Prevaticate, in ſaying, The Eaprtiits cor. corn 'd 51 that cet- 
ing, when we concern'd the Baptiſts 7 that Accring : A SHIFT to be ſure, though not 


] T -is with no ſmall Regret, Sober Read:r, 


aiid that we mad: them 4 ſolemn 


deſignedly avoided it ; That it was | t 
gnedly 9 ' ing, upon the ſame Score ? Nothing can be well clearer, then that this Appeal aim'd 


that 1 am thus neceſſitated to Vin- ed, That neither &, W, nor W, P, were concerned to be preſent : If ſo, why was our 


! 


unCeſigaed Abſence reputed and reported to be the Conſequence of our Fears ? 

But the Man thinks he aath a ſtronger Argument then all this, in my Book (inti- 
tuled, the Spirit of Truts / 7:.d:c-1c4, pag. 78, © That to which an Appeal is made 
<« muſt be capable of giving an Infallible Judgment, and ſo a true Judge, or elſe 
<« the Appeal is Foohth, He is {6 wile as to leave the Application to his Reader, for 
which Way he could make it ear to his Pvrpoſ”, I know not : But let it ſuffice, Firſ 
That I made not the Appeal by him recited, as the Foftſcrips of my Book proveth : 
Next, Nor can any fober Man think, we intended by our Appeal tothe Baptiſts 
our abiding by their Judgraent, be it right or wrong ; The very Words of it ſhow 
the Appeal to tne Papr./t,, was notto try whether T. H. was guilty ; but for Fudg- 
ment 2g4i1ſt biz,having proved him guilty; forthat were to admit of their Judgment 
to conclude us againſt our ſelves; they themſelves will not think us fo kind to them : 
Take the Appeal as this Perſon recites it; New if you the Teachers and Elders among 
the Baptized People do nor publickly clear your ſelves of T. Hicks, and theſe ha unjuſt 
Proceedings againſt us ; we may take ut for orantcd, that you own his V York, and may 
juſtly deal wirh him as the Baptiſts great Champion, peculiar Agent or Repreſenta- 
tre, &e. Nowl would fain know which Way this binds us from all further Meet- 


, no further, then to know whether the Baptiſts <4 and world own or rejett T.H's Pro- 


 Ceedings, that we might the better underftand whom 10 addreſs our ſelves to next time. 


There is great Difference in the Nature of Appeals: And the Reaſon of my Writing, 
as he citeth me,waszto prove the Light capable of giving an infallible Judgment,from 
my Adverfary's acknowledging it to be the Gift of Gea, and appealing to it, asa right 
Diicerner, for Judgment about what is right, and what is wrong, whick this Perion, 
T. H. like, left out : Howbeit, thus far v hat he cites,: reacheth our preſent Cale % 
for doubtleſs, they had Power to give Fudgmuut againſt TH; if they had been but as 
willing to uſe it, having ſuch clear Evidence in our Bocks before them, . Neverthelef 
this doth not prove, T hat we krew of the Meeting that we were unconcerned in ityor that 
we defignediy ſhinned it : The Foundation of our Paper, no wayes ſhaken by this Li- 
beller's Sheet. The Meeting was pretended'for a Church- Examination ; butalmoſt 
oy _ in and —_ CO noiſed by the Baprifs themſelves to have been 
or a Di/putation, and cur Abſence accordingly inter ; 
our Bocks, Perſons and Profecſhon. | Oy ION F mani ey 7 
For my Offer to F. Gladman, he meanly ſhifts it, and ſeeks to creep out at the 


, Word. FORMAL ; {0 that we are to read it thus, © /Y1iliam Penn did offer, but nt 


| * jor mally Challeng ityiu l_wes 


| 


— 
err ere — oe nets 


| 
| 
| 
| 


! 


his Laſt. I wou'd fain know, if we were nut concern'd in that Meeting, becauſe we | 


concern'd the Bapriſts in that Meeting ; as I take it, we were reciprocally concern- | 
cd in that Meeting, and therefore equally intereſted in the Appointment of Time and | 
Place; for was there not the ſame Reaton that we ſhould be there, viva voce to | 
make good the Charge in our Book, as that T. H. ſhould be there, viva voce to en. 
deavour to clear his Book from our Charge ? Never can they defend themſelves from 
that Injuſtice. It is not the part of a juſt Judge, to hcar and determine for one Party 
in the Abſence of- another. Beſides, for what © nd a1d they pretend to give us nvu- 
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© in the other, Let it be {o; I hopeit is cnovgh to fatisfie the World;that a7 Offer was 
made and rejctted; Nor is my printed One more Formal; for it was on Purpoſe made 
to remove all Obſtructton to.a Meeting, upon Terms formally propoſed; for which 
I ſhallproduce a Witneis in, convenient Time and Place, In the mean while iris to 
be conſidered;that the Peron miſtakes,wiic2 he makes T.H, ro have offered WP. any 
ſuch Metirg, whateier! e might doto G7. as the veryrage 2 refers toinT.H's 
third D:alegue proves : Further, that he never offered me any Meeting, but in private, 
and that too not til aftcr he had rwice pul lickly wronged me, Which was refuſed, not 
to decline a Meeting, but as reprting it too n:ean a Satisfaion. ; 

For his refieftive Commendation of my F:»derice, becaule I did net, after their 
Example, appointa Veeting without their Notice ; it ſpeaks ſo much the Juſtice 
of my Procecding; that it reflects Folly upon his Mention of it, and not a little Falſe- 
nels too, ſince a Meeting to be agreed upon by two Parties, cannot be ſaid ro be 1cds- 
(d in anyone of thur Lie fts, without telling a manifeſt Untruth., 7 

[1s Black Aſcnacc of 5 aid ottr Rel 107, with {cmec H) drcar, Picce, ſuddenly to 
be publiſht, we are very little folicitous about 3 our Conſciences are approved to 
God in this Matter; and we Hope (throrgh his Aſſiſtance (however miſrepreſented 
to the World) before we have dune, to approve our Caule Juſt in the Minds of im- 
partial Peop'e. | | 

To conclude; ſince he tclls vs, That 1c Baptiſts have reeeived Satisfibtion in T.H's 
Proceedings att ft ns (and great Conte we have to Felicve, that ſeme of them were 
not ignorant cf his Libcl)l do hereby foberly renew my /elc Cffcr to them,and cx- 
peR from them aVublick AMecting wherein we may have Leave,as viva voce to repeat 
and defend our Charges,as T, ZH. manifeſtly had to read and vindicate his Dialogues, 
And be it known to all tho!e Bapriſts, that thovgh the Controverhie fall in T. H:chs, 
by our Appeal to them; yet that it riſeth in them by their Juſtification of him:There- 
fore, as we can never acquieice intheir Pr ceedings, which he calls a Sarisfa&ior, 
that have proved thus plainly inj: rious ; fo frem them do we yet expect that Saris- 
faBtion, which we are bold to ak, and in onetiy they aretornd to give us, 7 the 
Face of a ſoler Arauory, at iuch Time and Place, as they and we, on Conference, 
ſnall mutually appoint. 

The 11th of the 7th 


Month, 1674. William Penn. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
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Ur Inducement to the Publication of theſe two Papers was not ain G lcry, or 
Wer idly Kepuratics (which Chrit! Jefus our Lord and Saviour, hath taught vs 


tice, if not that we ſhould be there ? It muſt not be forgot;that while i: cheer Letrcr ro | to dyc to) but ſingly the Glory of Gea, the Honour of his Trnrh, and the reſcLing of 


me they dr fireard ixpret tt, 1n theLctter to F. O/c od they rerdey it need!:fs ;, nays 


the Minds of / pic, fron, thoie falſe Reports they have been lately eninared into 


ity,25 aſſerted by one emiactit amene then in that Meeting, as Lam ciedibly inform- | the Lelict of, to the Hurt of their Immortal Souls. 


